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Molweni
Molweni Mother Earth  

I thank you for my Body
Made from the rocks and roots of your body

Your Body becomes my Body
My Body becomes your Body

We are One  

Molweni Mother Earth (Molweni)
I thank you for your Air 

That flows through my lungs
Your Air becomes my Air 
My Air becomes your Air 

We are One  

Molweni Mother Earth (Molweni)
I thank you for your Waters
That flow through my veins

Your Waters become my Waters 
My Waters becomes your Waters

We are One  

Molweni Mother Earth (Molweni)
I thank you for your Life-force
That gives vitality to my body

Your Life-force becomes my life force 
My Life-force becomes your Life-force

MOLWENI Mother Earth Molweni
I Greet you in love and gratitude 

We are One  
We are One
We are One

Written for the Eco-Logic Awards by David Parry-Davies Editor of The Enviropaedia set to music  
by composer Grant McLachlan and given voice by VOX Choral Group: see voxcapetown.com

Network with with fellow guests - influential, 
innovative and inspirational people in the 
environmental and sustainability sectors

ORDERORDER  OF EVENTS

21.30 FORMAL CLOSURE

ECO-HEALTH & WELLNESS AWARD

CLIMATE CHANGE AWARD 

ECO-COMMUNITY AWARD 

ECO-FRIENDLY PRODUCTS AWARD 

ECO-ANGEL AWARD

ECO-WARRIOR AWARD

ECO-LIGHT BEARER AWARD

AWARDS FOR GLAMOUROUSLY GREEN 
FASHION COMPETITION -  
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Words of encouragement: 
Actress and TV presenter: Carishma Basday

Words of encouragement: 
 Musician: Kahn Morbee

Words of encouragement: 
Greenpop Founder: Misha Teasdale

Words of encouragement: 
Founder of Hit Poverty for a Six: Ryan Christian

Words of encouragement: 
Musician: Zolani Mahola 

Words of encouragement: 
Adventurer: Riaan Manser 

David Parry-Davies - Invitation and challenge for you 
to become an Eco-Logical human being

With performance of a song of gratitude to  
Mother Earth ‘Molweni’ by VOX Coral Group
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES:  ZANDILE NDHLOVU

19:00 TAKE YOUR SEATS

18:00 ARRIVAL  
AND REGISTRATION 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

CONTINUED PRESENTATION  
OF THE AWARDS

INTRODUCTION OF OUR  
ESTEEMED JUDGES  

ECO-INNOVATION AWARD

ECO-HOSPITALITY & TOURISM AWARD 

ECO-FASHION & LIFESTYLE AWARD 

WATER CONSERVATION AWARD

NATURE CONSERVATION AWARD

CIRCULAR ECONOMY &  
WASTE INNOVATION AWARD 

Live Performance:  
Crallan

Introduction of Master of Ceremonies:  
 Zandile Ndhlovu – The Black Mermaid

Live Performance:  
Anita Jaxson

Words of encouragement: 
Musician: Jeremy Loops

Words of encouragement: 
Poet: Siphokazi Jonas

Words of encouragement: 
Musician: Zolani Mahola

Words of encouragement:  
Comedian: Nik Rabinowitz

Words of encouragement: 
Free diver: Hanli Prinsloo

Words of encouragement: 
CEO of Endangered Wildlife Trust: Yolan Friedmann

BREAK:
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What an absolute pleasure it is to be able to 
welcome you back to a physical Eco-Logic 
Awards event at which we can congratulate 
and thank our Eco-Champions for the 
tremendous work they are doing in protecting 
and preserving our precious Planet and in 
building a more sustainable Society and 
Environment.

Whilst we can thank them all personally this year, 
sadly we cannot do so for Eco-Champion Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu (RIP). Whilst better known as a voice 
of social consciousness and moral leadership he was 
also a strong Environmental Leader and supporter 
of the environmental education work that we at the 
Enviropaedia and the Eco-Logic Awards provide.

He wrote a gorgeous Article on “Eco-Ubuntu” for The 
Enviropaedia and gave his full moral support for the 
concept of “Eco-Logic” as presented in my recently 
published book  “ Eco-Logic – to heal People and Planet 
“ (available from Amazon and Takealot). 

It is therefore with a little pain but great pleasure 
that we hereby dedicate the 2022 Eco-Logic Awards 
in Honour of Archbishop Desmond Tutu and in 
thanks for the Eco-Logical leadership that he lived.  
The words of another great thinker Albert Einstein 
provided the inspiration for the Eco-Logic Awards. He 
said, “The world we have created today, has problems – 
and we cannot solve those problems by using the same 

logic that created them in the first place.”

This statement helped me recognise 
that one of the main reasons we 
have made so little progress in 
addressing todays environmental 
challenges is because we have 
been focussing on the wrong end 
of the problem – being dismayed 
and mesmerised by the symptoms 

and outcomes instead of  
focussing on the 

cause of our 
environmental 

challenges.

 
 

 
 

Today’s environmental challenges are as a result 
of human behaviour and our behaviours are driven 
by our thinking – so to solve our current challenges 
- we need to begin by changing our thinking!  
 
Pollution, poaching, climate change and other 
environmental challenges are the outcomes and effects 
of our thinking and value systems. Trying to solve these 
challenges without first addressing the thinking and 
values that motivate and drive our behaviour is like trying 
to fix a punctured tyre by blowing in more air – without 
first fixing the leak!

By changing our thinking to become more ‘eco-
logical’, we will change our behaviours – which in 
turn will create different and better outcomes and 
environmental conditions.

In response to this insight, I began by identifying 
the kind of thinking and values that are driving our 
environmentally destructive behaviours. And Then 
I looked for the logical, opposite positive and life-
affirming values and thinking patterns that can stimulate 
and drive more sustainable and regenerative behaviours 
that are likely to produce a more sustainable society  
and environment. 

I distilled these down to a core of seven environmentally 
destructive ways of thinking and seven alternative 
environmentally beneficial ways of thinking. These are 
NOT listed in order of importance and priority, instead 
they are listed in a way that the first letter of the positives 
spell out the word VIRTUES. This provides an easy 
acronym by which to remember these seven Virtues 
of Eco-Logic. By using these Eco-Logical V.I.R.T.U.E.S 
we can begin to heal the Planet and in the process  
heal ourselves. 

You are kindly and cordially invited to become an active 
part of the solution to our environmental challenges – 
by adopting the Eco-Logical V.I.R.T.U.E.S in your daily 

living, working and leisure.

David Parry-Davies 
Publishing Editor of The Enviropaedia

We hope you will thoroughly enjoy and benefit from your participation in 
The Eco-Logic Awards celebrations, hosted by The Enviropaedia.

Welcome!
Dear Eco-Logic Guest

THE SEVEN VIRTUES

ECO-LOGICALLY  
DESTRUCTIVE THINKING 
& VALUES (F.I.D.O.E.M.S)

1.  Fear (doom & gloom),  
Anger & Apathy

   Far too much of this has already been spread around, resulting 
in people feeling overwhelmed and unable to make a real 
difference to the state of our home planet Earth.

2.  Insular/Silo thinking
   A lack of awareness and consideration for the inter-

connectedness and inter-dependence of Earth’s systems and 
the potential effects that any individual action can have on the 
whole system.

3.  Disconnection with Nature
   Significantly due to urbanisation and packaging of our daily 

foods, many have forgotten that we are absolutely dependent 
on Nature and healthy eco-systems for our physical health and 
wellbeing and our economic development.

4.  One dimensional (exclusively 
intellectual) views and decision making 
in business and science

   A lack of emotional and intuitive intelligence - resulting in a brutal 
mechanistic/ commodity based view of Nature and people – 
causing waste, destruction and loss of natural resources and 
eco-systems and the cruel abuse of individuals and communities.

5.  Ego-centred focus – resulting in a lack 
of Social Cohesion

   Climate change and the many other environmental challenges 
we are currently facing are far too big for any one person, 
community or even one Nation to solve on their own. We need to 
unite as humanity to meet these challenges. Yet we have allowed 
ourselves to become divided by selfishness, racism; Nationalism; 
Religion; politics and other superficial differences that prevent 
us from acting in unity against the biggest challenges facing all 
of humanity today. 

6.  Materialistic focus – driving 
unsustainable Consumerism

  Unbridled material self-gratification resulting in about 20% of the 
(richest) world’s population consuming about 80% of the world’s 
resources ( = a recipe for social and political instability). Driven by 
a shallow, immature and misguided value system that believes 
that the more (money and stuff) you consume and own, the more 
important you are in society. This thinking drives unsustainable 
levels of consumption, breeds corruption and diverts us from the 
non-materialistic things in life that bring about more meaningful 
and long-lasting fulfilment and self-actualisation.

7.  Short-term thinking

  Being motivated by profits today and instant gratification of 
our wants and wishes, without due care and consideration for  
the future.

ECO-LOGICAL
VIRTUES
(V.I.R.T.U.E.S)

1.  Vision 
   Fighting against wears you down - fighting for stimulates, 

invigorates and excites. We therefore need to determine what 
we do want (we already know what we don’t want) in order to give 
us positive direction and inspiration to create a beautiful, healthy 
and sustainable world to live in.

2.  Inclusive / Holistic perspective

   Looking at the ‘bigger picture’, seeing the inter-connectedness of 
all things and taking into consideration the potential (beneficial or 
destructive) knock-on effects of our choices and actions. 

3.  Reconnection with Nature

   Recognising the importance of Nature and the value of her 
eco-system services for our physical and economic health. 
Harmonising and learning from Nature in order to achieve the 
material and economic advantages and benefits of Biomimicry + 
Circular Economy efficiencies.

4.  Three Dimensional Intelligence 
   integrating intellectual intelligence with emotional and intuitive 

intelligence in order to reach more balanced (wise) conclusions 
and decisions that view and treat people and planet as if they are 
just as important as  intellectual and material property and profits

5.  Ubuntu – Care for Community 

   Recognising that all humanity is threatened by the same 
environmental challenges, we need to put aside our differences 
in order to ensure our future survival.  In an Ubuntu society that 
recognises our mutual dependence and our common humanity, 
the minor differences of colour, race, religion, politics etc. are 
diminished and become less important. By actively promoting 
and building an Ubuntu consciousness we become more able to 
work effectively together to meet  and overcome our common 
social and environmental challenges

6.  Ethical focus – driving a quality based 
approach to consumption

  By focussing on our non-material virtues and assets (including the 
arts, culture, spiritual and psychological self-development), we 
reduce the need for material goods to define and maintain our 
sense of self-worth. And when choosing goods that we do actually 
need, by purchasing high quality goods that last longer instead of 
wasteful disposable or short lifespan goods, we can reduce the 
overall quantity of the world’s resources that we are consuming. 
When we  actively choose to be an ‘ethical consumer’ (buying from 
those organisations that choose to reduce their environmental 
impacts) we can further drive down the levels of environmental 
destruction waste, pollution and climate change caused by dirty, 
wasteful and unsustainable methods and processes of production.  

7.  Sustainable long term thinking 

  (In Economic & Political Strategy). Balancing our short term wants 
and wishes against our ability to meet our long term needs.

For more on Eco-Logic, visit www.eco-logicalliving.co.za

of Eco-Logical Thinking

http://www.enviropaedia.com
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Georgina Smit is Head of Technical at the 
Green Building Council of South Africa 
(GBCSA). She oversees certification and 
research-related products that drive 
the property sector to design, build and 
operate buildings in a more sustainable 

way. She manages the Technical team at the 
GBCSA who are responsible for independently  

certifying green and net zero buildings and identifying  
market leaders.

Her daily responsibilities include driving market transformation 
through certification which can verify tangible, quantifiable 
impacts and providing customer focused technical support to all 
stakeholders engaging with the GBCSA, both in the private and 
public sector.

Vince is a member of the IUCN Species Survival 
Commission and the IUCN World Commission 
on Protected Areas. He has worked 
throughout Southern Africa with national 
governments, private sector and community 
based organisations in the management and 

planning of nature based tourism. Vince worked 
as a researcher and independent consultant 

in the Okavango Delta for over a decade and has also carried 
out biodiversity survey work in Mozambique, Madagascar and 
Angola to assist governments with the setup and planning of 
new protected areas. He is currently the General Manager of the 
Ecotourism unit at the Wildlife and Environment Society of South 
Africa (WESSA) which oversees the Blue Flag, Green Coast and 
Green Key eco-labels, as well as the management of national youth  
development projects.

A journalist for the last 20 years, Alan Valkenburg 
has a deep-seated love of travelling and  
the outdoors. 

Fitting then, that he is the managing editor of 
Getaway magazine, a magazine that not only 

represents these two things, but lives them.

Getaway attempts to showcase the best places both within our 
borders and further afield and entice our readers to get up and 
visit them. 

Alan has worked on various magazine titles in South Africa, most 
of them involving some or other sport. 

Kate Stubbs is the current Group Business Development and 
Marketing Director for the Interwaste Group which forms part 
Séché Environnement, a leading international environmental 
solutions business. She has held various executive positions 
in marketing, sales, strategy and communications over the 
last 20 years, predominantly working for Supply Chain, 
Logistics and Waste Management companies serving a broad 
range of industries. Her experience has enabled her to work 
with diverse local and international teams and she thrives in 
complex, intellectually stimulating environments. Some of  
her successes have been in creating and building new brands, 

achieving growth strategies and assisting 
with the integration of many acquisitions. 
She is passionate about developing 
sustainable solutions for businesses that 
are not only economically viable but 
which are socially conscious and protect 
our environment for future generations.  
Kate holds a BCom Business Management 
degree and has completed Leadership and Executive  
Development programmes.

Gamelihle is a systems thinker, futurist, rapid ideator and visual 
storyteller who fuses his multidisciplinary skills towards the creation 
of a regenerative planet; where there is enough for all forever. 
As a certified Biomimicry Professional, he also uses his diverse 
skills to teach, research and innovate nature-inspired solutions to 
human challenges, whilst complying with ecological performance 
standards.

He has over 28 years of international professional experience mainly 
in infrastructure investment and development in 13 countries. 22 
years have been spent working with the United Nations in Africa 
and the rest in Government, Consulting and Applied Research. 
He has worked in various capacities; liaising with Governments, 
Universities, Infrastructure Authorities, Employers’ Organizations, 
Unions, Donors, United Nations Agencies, Consultants, 

Contractors and Communities on the policy, 
financing, feasibility, research, design, training, 
employment creation, Just Transition to a 
greener economy and implementation of 
infrastructure and environmental projects 
 in both rural and urban environments. 

His academic background includes a Master of 
Science in Biomimicry (Arizona State University, USA) 
an MBA (Luton Business School, UK), BSc Civil Engineering Honours 
(UZ), and Post Graduate Diploma in Machine Learning and Artificial 
Intelligence (Emeritus, Singapore in collaboration with Columbia 
Engineering. USA.). He is currently seconded by the UN to the 
South African Government as Chief Technical Adviser to the EPWP 
and is in the Advisory Board of Biomimicry South Africa. 

ALAN VALKENBURG

GEORGINA SMIT

GAMELIHLE ‘GAMA’ SIBANDA

Lumka Poswayo has a Geography and Environmental Management 
background and is currently the Senior Project Manager for Pick 
n Pay’s Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) division. Her 
work includes project management of sustainability including 
ethical sourcing, environmental and social risks projects, 
environmental education, and sustainability indices to name a few. 
She is also involved in digital marketing, social media management 
and communication. Lumka is also involved in Corporate Social 
Responsibility projects (CSR)- Responsible for coordinating a variety  

of projects, ideas, and strategies with  
all stakeholders. In addition she has done short 
courses in Digital Marketing with University of 
Cape Town, Risks and Socio-Environmental 
Sustainability (RSES) with University of 
Johannesburg and Sustainability Practitioner 
course with University of Cambridge Institute 
for Sustainability Leadership.

LUMKA POSWAYO

VINCENT SHACKS   

KATE STUBBS  

Nancy Richards  is an independent Cape Town 
based journalist, with experience on radio 
and in print. On radio she presented shows 
on literature, the environment and ‘women’s 
issues’. In print she’s covered environmental 

matters, books, lifestyle, travel, art and décor 
amongst other things. She has a podcast 

called People’s Stories & Books and is founder 
of an NPO: Woman Zone which includes The Women’s Library 

in Cape Town and podcast Woman Zone Stories. She’s author/
co-author of Beautiful Homes: as featured in Fairlady magazine; 
Woman Today - 50 years of South African women on radio; 
Being a Woman in Cape Town: Telling your story and more 
recently The Skipper’s Daughter, her mother’s memoir. Currently 
working on Women of Soil – changing lives marking 10 years 
of Woman Zone and 20 of Soil for Life. She’s also a speaker and  
media trainer.

Kevin is an eco-entrepreneur focused 100% on unlocking green 
economy opportunities. He is also a sustainability professional 
with deep experience in strategic corporate sustainability as well 
as in the development of green, low carbon projects. In 2006 he 
founded his most current entrepreneurial venture - Global Carbon 
Exchange (GCX) with two goals in mind: to create commercial value 
and to make a positive  impact at the same time. Kevin is currently 
the CEO of GCX, a strategic environmental sustainability and 
project development company that supports the transformation of  

large, complex organisation across SA into 
more responsible and valuable entities 
through the design and implementation  
of sustainable business programs. Besides 
his role at GCX and The Green Building 
Council South Africa, Kevin is also a Director 
of OptimusBio a leading, homegrown biotech 
company developing biological solutions across  
various fields.

Joanne Yawitch has been the Chief Executive 
Officer of the National Business Initiative 
(NBI) since March 2011, having previously 
been Deputy Director General for Climate 
Change in the Department of Environmental 
Affairs with responsibility for Environmental 

Quality and Protection, as well as for the 
Department’s Climate Change work. Joanne 

worked for the Gauteng Department of Environment from 1997 
to 2004 and prior to that was Special Adviser to the then Minister of  
Land Affairs.

Joanne is the former Chair of the Board of Directors of South 
African National Parks. She is also a Board Member of SAFCOL, as 

well as the Chair of their Social and Ethics Committee.

In 2020 Joanne was appointed as a Member of Inaugural 
Presidential Climate Commission (PCC). The Commission advises 
on South Africa’s just transition to a low-carbon, inclusive, climate 
change resilient economy and society, as well as provides guidance 
on matters of adaptation and mitigation.

In 2021 Joanne was appointed as a member of the Third National 
Planning Commission. More recently, she was appointed as the 
Head of the Secretariat of the Just Energy Transition Partnership.

 Joanne´s expertise lies within business and sustainability, business 
and government collaboration, climate change and climate  
change negotiations.

Yolan is the CEO of the Endangered Wildlife Trust, one of the 
largest conservation NGOs in southern Africa. Yolan’s academic 
qualifications include an MSc in Environmental Studies, a BA in 
Communications and English, a Management Development 
Diploma from GIBS (UP) and a Diploma in Veterinary Nursing. 
Yolan was the first female recipient of the SAB Nick Steele 
Environmentalist of the Year Award, the winner of the CEO Most 
Influential Woman in Business and Environment Award in the 
Environmental Category, recipient of the 2012 Green Globe Award  
 

and the recipient of the 2021 Ecologic Award 
Eco Intelligence award.

Yolan is a member of the Golden Key 
International Honour Society, a Board 
member of South African National Parks, an 
Advisory Board member of the Global Change 
Institute and was a Regional Councillor on the 
IUCN Council for 4 years.

YOLAN FRIEDMANN

GUY JENNINGS

OUR JUDGES
INTRODUCING 

KEVIN JAMES

NANCY RICHARDS

Julie Wells is a communication and business 
management specialist with over 25 years 
of experience. She has been involved in 
driving the green industry agenda since 
2012, as the communication and business 

support manager at the National Cleaner 

Production Centre, South Africa. Her mission is to promote clarity 
of purpose and messaging around the sustainable development 
agenda – ensuring economic, social and environmental 
sustainability are included in the conversation, and practical  
action-driven projects.

JULIE WELLS

JOANNE YAWITCH

Guy is the Southern African consultant for WildAid. After running 
his own AD agency in Johannesburg for 20yrs, he headed to 
Cape Town and took on the role with WildAid. Guy leads teams in 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and South Africa, conceptualizing and 
directing conservation based communications in line with the 
WildAid’s directives and their Africa strategies. WildAid works with 

a global list of ambassadors as well as NGOs and 
governments to reduce the consumption of 
wildlife products and increase local support for  
conservation efforts.
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SPECIAL THANKS!
A Special Thank You to our eco-friends and supporters for generously 

providing the following prizes and contributions:

CELEBRITY SHOUT OUTS  
AND PERFORMANCES:

Vox Choral Group: 
Performance of Molweni 

PRODUCTION PARTNERS:
Peoples Weather Channel - DStv 180: 
TV Broadcast 

WildAid: 
Local and international ambassador support

Matthew Rosmarin of Green House Media: 
Virtual Awards Production

The Ethical Agency: 
Design and Social Media

The PR Agency: 
Public Relations

This book identifies the kind of thinking and 
mind-sets that have led to the current climate 
and environmental challenges we are facing 
and offers an alternative way of thinking 
referred to as ‘The virtues of Eco-Logic’ that we 
can use to begin to heal this planet and in the 
process heal ourselves.

“

ECO-LOGIC
To heal people and planet

By David Parry-Davies: 
Editor of www.enviropaedia.com and  

Founder of the annual Eco-Logic Awards

• Is money and the economy  
really more important than  
people and planet?

• Is it wise to not let emotions 
(like compassion) influence 
our decisions in business and 
science?

• Are we as individuals powerless 
to make a real difference in the 
face of the huge environmental 
challenges like climate change? 

These are some of the questions 
raised in this book. 

ANNOUNCING 
THE LAUNCH OF 
ECO-LOGIC  

The Book!

Eco-Logic represents a 
value system and thinking 
pattern that I fully support.” 
~   Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

“

Hard copy available from 
networking@enviropaedia.com 
And also from

PRIZES FOR  
“GLAMOUSLY GREEN” FASHION: 
De Beers for two sparkling diamonds 

Citizen Watches  for stylish yet classic 
watches perfect for all occasions

Canon for a camera fit for an Eco-Warrior

Bufflesdrift for a weekend away for two

Cape Union Mart for a fashion voucher spoil

David Green Eyewear for eco-cool shades

DELICIOUS THINGS: 
Stellar Winery for their sensational organic wines  

PURA Juices for their refreshing range of sparkling sodas

SPECIAL PEOPLE  
& ORGANISATIONS: 
Zandile Ndhlovu, The Black Mermaid: 
Master of Ceremonies

The Two Oceans Aquarium: 
Venue of The Eco-Logic Awards

I Am Green: 
Name tag printing and supply

  

Crallan
Anita Jaxson
Jeremy Loops
Siphokazi Jonas
Misha Teasdale
Zolani Mahola
Ryan Christian

Nik Rabinowitz
Hanli Prinsloo
Yolan Friedmann
Carishma Basday
Kahn Morbee
Mbali Vilakazi
Riaan Manser

David Parry-Davies has a deep love 
for nature and he has expressed 
that love through his work. He is 
asking a very powerful question 
“Are you able to evolve your 
thinking and lifestyle – to become 
an eco-logical human being?” And 
he has laid out a clear pathway of 
virtues to inspire that evolution. 
This is the kind of thinking 
that gives hope in this time of 
environmental turmoil.”  
~  Craig Foster Academy Award  

Winning film ‘My Octopus Teacher’

http://www.enviropaedia.com
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Eco-Innovation
Award

th e  

Funded by the dtic, hosted by the CSIR

Services include industry and 

sector knowledge-sharing, 

company technical support; 

green skills development; and 

advocacy and awareness-raising.

We are a national industrial support programme that 
partners with local industry to drive the transition 

towards a green economy and save money. 

Include 20 years of 
Industrial Efficiency 
in your value/
production chain

ncpc@csir.co.za

www.ncpc.co.za

www.industrialefficiency.co.za

2002 – 2022
The NCPC-SA was established at the Joburg World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in September 2002. Its success 
since then has made it a true legacy project of the summit.

TH
A 

26
-2

02
2

The Value-Added Industries (VAI) programme 
uses biomass from invasive plants as an 
aggregate in what is possibly our “greenest” 
building material.

 Invasive species are among the greatest 
threats to humankind, its life-support services, 

and the environment.  In South Africa, they are 
considered to be the single greatest threat to our 

exceptional biological diversity, and invasive plants are the single 
greatest threat to our long-term water security, and in terms of 
wildfires, aside from many other negative impacts.

By utilising the cleared biomass, the VAI programme reduces the 
fire risk of it being left in the field, and can make a product (called 
Biomass Insulated Concrete) that has exceptional potential:

• It has Agrément certification and NHBRC approval. 

• It is carbon-negative.

• It has the best fire-rating of any product tested thus far.

• It has superior thermal and acoustic properties.

• It is bullet-proof and termite-resistant.

• It has three-story load-bearing certification.

• It is easy to use, and is a particularly clean form of 
construction. 

• It creates more jobs than alternatives.

• VAI uses furniture and fittings made from invasive biomass 
by its sibling Eco-Furniture Programme (administered by 
SANParks). 

• It is possibly the most cost-effective, quality product for 
human settlements, aside from many other applications 
(roads, paving, walls, schools, toilet blocks and more).

• And rather than mining sand and stone for aggregate, its use 
helps to resolve the many problems caused by invasive plants.

The VAI programme is an initiative of the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment, administered through the Working 
on Fire programme.

Solar energy is on the rise worldwide and could 
generate half of the world’s electricity by 2050 
as the cheapest energy source of all. This in 
turn increases the importance of a circular 
solar economy. What happens when modules 

and panels lose their performance over time 
or become defective?

Refurbishment makes new modules available for 
further use and significantly extends their life cycles, thereby 
ensuring solar energy achieves a double sustainability effect. 
More than 95 percent of the modules supplied can be refurbished 
and returned to the market.

Reclite SA will collect defective and under-performing solar 
modules in its home market and refurbish them using its innovative 
technology before return, locally in SA, supplying energy to 
areas where the energy is needed the most, in underprivileged 
communities, schools etc. 

This shortens supply chains and transport routes, but also keeps 
capacity on site to ensure security of supply and significantly 
reduce the carbon footprint.

THE VALUE-ADDED INDUSTRIES PROGRAMME

CRDC SOUTH AFRICA creates appreciating 
value from the world’s plastic waste, through 
an end-to-end solution that turns un-
recyclable, mismanaged plastic waste into 
valuable aggregates for use in construction 
projects. At the core of CRDC’s value 

proposition is a patented process that accepts 
any type of plastic waste (Resins 1-7) and converts 

it into a range of construction aggregates marketed and produced 
under the RESIN8™ name. These versatile construction products 
meet or exceed internationally accepted ASTM standards and can 
be used in a wide variety of projects, ranging from buildings to 
asphalt roads.

CRDC SOUTH AFRICA has been running a small scale RESIN8™ 
PLANT in Cape Town since 2019. To date this plant has up-cycled 
and recovered over 80 000kg of plastic waste, produced and 
enriched this plastic waste into over 100 tons of RESIN8. This 
RESIN8 has and is, being used in over 2000 tons of concrete 

products including, foundations, bricks, blocks, pavers, channels, 
kerbstones and concert pipes.

The plant will be up scaled at the end of 2022 and will process 
over 630 tons of plastic waste per month and 750 tons of RESIN8 
per month.

THE PROCESS REAP: Recover – Enrich – Appreciate – Prosper 
is a collaborative, Net-Zero focused circular economy business 
model, inspired by biomimicry.

THE PRODUCT: RESIN8 is a groundbreaking, regenerative 
solution to our unmanaged plastic waste that represents a cross-
industry collaboration between CRDC, the leading plastic, waste 
management, construction industries and NGOs.

REAP and RESIN8 are tried, tested, in operation, have a low Capex 
and can be scaled to regional Remediated Plastic Waste volumes. 
They also support 12 of the 17 United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals.

RESIN8

RECLITE SA CIRCULAR SOLAR
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th e  The Two Oceans Aquarium 
Foundation is a registered 
non-profi t, public benefi t 
organisation committed to 
nurturing and inspiring the 
next generation of marine 
scientists, educators and 
conservation champions.

Education 
Our team of education professionals 
and qualifi ed teachers are on the cutting 
edge of marine sciences. We offer a broad 
range of marine science, ocean literacy, 
and sustainability programmes suitable 
for all ages. We visit your school, your 
school can visit us, or we can offer online 
lessons for those further afi eld!

Conservation
We are actively involved in the rescue, 
rehabilitation and release of endangered 
sea turtles. The V&A Waterfront in Cape 
Town shares its neighbourhood with 
wild marine animals. We play an integral 
role in monitoring all marine wildlife in 
this area and responding to distressed 
and injured animals. From a variety of 
seabirds to seals, otters and sunfi sh, 
we are on stand-by to assist as well as 
educate visitors and tenants.

Research 
By partnering with tertiary education 
facilities and students, we are actively 
involved in ongoing ocean research. Our 
marine research department supports 
various higher education institutions by 
offering internships and work integrated 
learning opportunities.

Scan here to 
fi nd out more

The Cape Town International Convention Centre 
has significantly contributed to economic 
development and job creation in the City of 
Cape Town since it first opened its doors 19 
years ago. 

In that time, the Centre has generated jobs, 
cultivated community development, acted as a 

catalyst for the Foreshore and made significant 
contributions to the Western Cape’s GGP and South Africa’s GDP. 

Their core purpose is to connect people, to create jobs by 
attracting events in key economic sectors and exceeding clients’ 

expectations while building a sustainable legacy that will serve 
the City of Cape Town’s citizens well into the future.

The CTICC’s triple-bottom-line approach ensures that all areas 
of the business interconnect to create a conscientious and 
sustainable business. Sustainability is both a moral responsibility 
and a strategic imperative, and the CTICC places great 
importance on integrating economic, social, and environmental 
sustainability into every part of its operations. This is informed 
by an environmental plan which is monitored by a dedicated 
Sustainability Committee referred to as the Nurture Our World 
(NOW) team.

Vergelegen is a 322-year-old wine estate in 
Somerset West, situated in one of the richest 
floral regions of the world. It is renowned as a 
showcase of the best of South African history 
and culture, hospitality, wine and biodiversity.

At the heart of Vergelegen’s multiple 
biodiversity initiatives and projects is a visionary, 

long-term alien vegetation clearing project. This 
began in 1995 and is considered to be the largest privately 

funded alien vegetation clearing project in South Africa. Initially, 
pine, hakea, gum and acacia species’ densities ranged from 80 
000-100 000 stems per hectare on difficult-to-access terrain. By 
end-2018, 2200 hectares had been cleared. To protect this land 
for future generations, 1900 hectares were declared a private 
nature reserve, with the same status as the Kruger National 
Park. This reserve is at the core of Vergelegen’s many inclusive  
environmental projects.

CTICC

Sun City Resort’s journey to become the most 
sustainable tourism destination in South Africa 
dates back almost two decades. This has 
not been an easy journey considering the 
size of the resort, its dynamic infrastructure, 
facilities and activities. The Safety, Health and 

Environmental Department has provided a solid 
foundation to ensure that Sun City Resort builds 

on its eco-tourism and environmentally friendly initiatives in a 
manner in which guests and employees can relate to the diverse 

natural surroundings.

Sun City Resort has recently received its ISO 14001 re-
certification, after having demonstrated through processes and 
systems the manner in which it interacts with its environment 
and the responsible way in which it preserves biodiversity and 
further conserves the natural surrounds of the Resort. The Resort 
has completed a number of environmentally sustainable projects 
including its on-site Waste Water Treatment Works which recycles 
millions of cubic liters of water.

Hotel Verde Cape Town Airport offers a 100% 
offset carbon-neutral stay, modern and stylish 
guestrooms, versatile conference and events 
facilities and a natural, green setting just 
400m from Cape Town International Airport.

Having won multiple sustainability awards and 
retaining the title of Africa’s Greenest Hotel, The 

Hotel Verde Cape Town design has sustainability at  
 its core.

Not only is the building sustainable, but green principles, 
processes and measures ensure all operations are eco-friendly 
and continually assessed for improvement.

Hotel Verde achieved LEED Platinum for new construction. This 
made Hotel Verde the first LEED platinum hotel in Africa and 
the sixth in the entire world. LEED (LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN) is an internationally recognized 
green building rating and certification system. This system was 
developed by the USGBC (United States Green Building Council) 
and is administered and audited by the GBCI (Green Building 
Certification Institute).

SUN CITY

HOTEL VERDE

VERGELEGEN WINE ESTATE
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Established in 2006, Thegreencompany’s head 
office is situated in Cape Town – the 2014 
International Design Capital of the World.  
Headed by South African designer and 
entrepreneur, David Green, Thegreencompany 
produces eyewear that is unique, stylish – and 

eco-friendly.  David Green has applied his keen 
eye for detail, his background in engineering, and 

a passion for the environment to launch products that contain 
real nature – a totally unique concept in which fallen tree leaves 
are dried, dyed, set inside a natural, cotton-based acetate and 
skillfully hand-crafted. Other natural materials used include reeds 
and real mother of pearl. The result is stylish, unique eyewear that 
is essentially designed by nature.

David Green’s purpose in life is to bring nature to the cities of 

the world. Each piece of eyewear is unique.  In keeping with 
the commitment to assess the impact of every element they 
use, thegreencompany sources materials according to strictly 
prescribed green criteria. Natural materials and recycled 
water are used wherever possible throughout this process. 
Thegreencompany has recently taken a further step towards 
complete sustainability by introducing a foldable case for the 
eyewear.

David Green Eyewear has been acclaimed at international eyewear 
shows in New York, Las Vegas, London, Birmingham, Milan and 
Munich. In 2017, A David Green frame was selected worldwide for 
St Patricks Day and his frames are currently shortlisted for awards 
in the United Kingdom. David Green’s creations are currently 
available in over forty-four countries worldwide.

Lara Klawikowski is a South African fashion 
designer and illustrator of Polish and Russian 
heritage, based in Cape Town. She launched 
her eponymous label in 2010 with a focus on 
avant-garde design, after graduating from 

CTCFD and winning the SACTWU Condom 
Dress Design Award.

During her studies, she won the prestigious Durban 
July Young Designer Award, was a top 5 graduate at the CTFC 
Graduate Shows, runner-up in the FAD Awards, and completed 
an introductory course in shoe making and shoe design. She 
showcased her first ready-to-wear collection at Mercedes-Benz 
Fashion Week Cape Town in 2013 and was also a semi-finalist in 
the SAFW Renault New Talent competition.

Lara Klawikowski designs wearable art - bespoke womenswear 
handcrafted at her studio. Her designs are intriguingly tactile and 
artisanal, with a distinctive artistry, femininity, edge, and other-
worldly beauty. She employs unpredictable pattern-cutting and 
garment construction, organic draping and proportions. Her love 
for unusual detail, texture and innovative use of fabric has led 
to constant experimentation with recycled, upcycled and re-
fabricated materials.

Lara Klawikowski won the Innovative Design and Materials Award, 
as well as the coveted Changemaker Award at the TWYG x 
Country Road Sustainable Fashion Awards 2020.

Her bespoke creations can be ordered from her studio and her 
ready-to-wear designs are available at boutiques in Cape Town.

DAVID GREEN EYEWEAR

Since 1996, Hemporium has been dedicated 
to educating people about industrial hemp’s 
potential by offering Africa’s widest range of 
quality hemp products from cooler clothing 
to purer cosmetics, tougher accessories, and 
greener building materials. Hemporium also 

offers eco-friendly, organic hemp textiles by 
the meter and a wide range of wellness-enhancing 

CBD oil products.

Hemp and cannabis are now finally becoming mainstream, but 
for decades Hemporium was one of very few if not the only brand 
championing this resource. Hemporium has been active in legal 
lobbying for legislation amendments and has been instrumental 

in helping to shift public perception through their products, talks 
and marketing information. 

In addition to promoting and building a sustainable industry, 
by providing sustainable natural textiles, as well as guidance 
and information to local brands, Hemporium collaborates with 
women’s empowerment project H18. 

The H18 foundation, handcrafts a range of Hemporium’s 
hemp accessories and thereby helps to uplift and provide skills  
to women.

Choosing to work with and promote hemp has nurtured our 
planet in immeasurable but by no means insignificant amounts 
of carbon sequestration, and avoided toxic pesticides, and  
plastic use.

HEMPORIUM HEMP TEXTILES, CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES

LARA KLAWIKOWSKI
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CRDC SOUTH AFRICA creates appreciating 
value from the world’s plastic waste, through 
an end-to-end solution that turns un-
recyclable, mismanaged plastic waste into 
valuable aggregates for use in construction 
projects. At the core of CRDC’s value 

proposition is a patented process that accepts 
any type of plastic waste (Resins 1-7) and converts 

it into a range of construction aggregates marketed and produced 
under the RESIN8™ name. These versatile construction products 
meet or exceed internationally accepted ASTM standards and can 
be used in a wide variety of projects, ranging from buildings to 
asphalt roads.

CRDC SOUTH AFRICA has been running a small scale RESIN8™ 
PLANT in Cape Town since 2019. To date this plant has up-cycled 
and recovered over 80 000kg of plastic waste, produced and 
enriched this plastic waste into over 100 tons of RESIN8. This 
RESIN8 has and is, being used in over 2000 tons of concrete 

products including, foundations, bricks, blocks, pavers, channels, 
kerbstones and concert pipes.

The plant will be up scaled at the end of 2022 and will process 
over 630 tons of plastic waste per month and 750 tons of RESIN8 
per month.

THE PROCESS REAP: Recover – Enrich – Appreciate – Prosper 
is a collaborative, Net-Zero focused circular economy business 
model, inspired by biomimicry.

THE PRODUCT: RESIN8 is a groundbreaking, regenerative 
solution to our unmanaged plastic waste that represents a cross-
industry collaboration between CRDC, the leading plastic, waste 
management, construction industries and NGOs.

REAP and RESIN8 are tried, tested, in operation, have a low Capex 
and can be scaled to regional Remediated Plastic Waste volumes. 
They also support 12 of the 17 United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals.

The SA Plastics Pact is a platform that brings 
together key role-players from right across the 
plastics value chain to rethink and redesign 
the future of plastics. A particular focus is 
on packaging and the need to forge plastic 

supply chain commitments that tie in with 
global commitments, but which are tailored to 

the South African context.

We are working towards 4 ambitious targets (relating to 
eradication of problematic plastics, redesign of new plastics, 
increased recycling, and the inclusion of recycled content into 
new plastics) by 2025, which will create a circular economy for 
plastic in South Africa.

In line with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s New Plastics 

Economy vision, we work together so plastic never becomes 
waste or pollution in South Africa.

We need to move away from a linear plastics economy, where 
we take, make and waste plastic, and towards a circular 
system where we keep plastic in the economy and out of the  
natural environment.

The SA Plastics Pact is a positive platform to stimulate innovation, 
dialogue and collaboration to unlock barriers to circularity, to 
create new business models and generate job opportunities. By 
keeping plastics in the economy, and out of the environment, we 
believe we can create much needed jobs for the South African 
economy and preserve our rich natural heritage for generations 
to come.

RESIN8

Danone recognises that in South Africa, High 
Impact Polystyrene (the polymer used in 
the packaging of yoghurt six-packs) is not 
attractive to be collected due to its light 
weight. Recycling streams for this material 
need support to foster a circular economy. In 

response to this need, Danone has launched 
the NutriDay Tubs2Classrooms recycling project 

in 2022. Learners from 80 primary schools in Gauteng, KwaZulu-
Natal and Western Cape are educated on the importance of 
recycling and are taught to clean and collect their yoghurt tubs. 
The yoghurt tubs are converted into SABS-approved light-weight 
bricks. Our ambition is to produce enough bricks to build two 
classrooms for schools in need by December 2022. To achieve 

this goal, the activated schools must collect almost half a million 
tubs. Danone is committed to fund the construction of these 
classrooms and in so doing, showcase the value of waste in 
supplying much-needed resources for our communities.

A critical component of the project is leveraging children as our 
recycling heroes. Through education, recycling behaviour will be 
entrenched into a child’s value system and build future-thinking 
habits for life – we’re building classrooms of sustainability 
advocates! Our schools perform an invaluable role in our 
communities. Not only do they shape the minds of our future 
generation, but they have the power to actively drive social 
change that leads to a better, more sustainable future for all.

DANONE NUTRIDAY TUBS2CLASSROOMS PROJECT

SA PLASTICS PACT
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"all for water
water for all"

WE PROMOTE ACCESS TO CLEAN DRINKING WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE.

NINA MANZI WASH BUS FACILITIES
ENABLE HOMELESS PEOPLE TO

RECLAIM THEIR DIGNITY

Between 1994 and 2020, David Le Maitre’s 
research together with colleagues focused on 
providing scientific evidence:

(1) That invasions by alien trees decrease river 
flows from catchments they have invaded, 

which leads to reduced yields from dams and 
thus to a reduction in water security

. (2) That these invasions also increase fire intensities, 
making them difficult to control and resulting in the loss of 
livelihoods and infrastructure, including houses. 

Models based on long-term catchment studies showed that 
plantations, of the same species that invade, reduce river flows 
compared with the natural vegetation they have replaced. 
Further research showed that the reduced river flows lead to 
reduced yields from dams and, thus, to decreased water security. 
Nationally, reductions in river flows were estimated to be 1440 
million m 3 /year but a more realistic estimate is 2444 million 

m 3 /year, supporting Working for Water’s clearing of invasions 
to protect water supplies. The estimated impacts on yields from 
Cape Town’s current water supply dams would be 38 million m 3 
/year and, by 2045, 130 million m 3 /year leading the city to invest 
in catchment clearing. 

Evidence for (2) comes from research that found that invasions 
increased fire intensities during the Cape

Peninsula fires. Later, research for the Fynbos Fire project and the 
Greenbook found that invasions

adjoining urban areas are significant fire hazards. An assessment 
of the Knysna wildfire in 2017

found that invasions increased the fire intensity, contributing to 
the loss of more than 900 houses and

total losses of about R3 billion. A failure to act now will exacerbate 
both impacts and the many knock-on effects they have.

Borne out of a recognition that the strategic 
water resource of the Berg River needs to 
be preserved and protected for all users, 
the Berg River Improvement Plan (BRIP) was 
formulated. This plan is run by the Pollution 

and Chemicals Management Directorate 
within the Western Cape’s Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Development Planning.

Under the BRIP, the Dream Team monitors water quality, assesses 
the economic valuation of environmental resources (like 
wetlands) and undertakes an invasive alien tree removal project 
which is followed by the active re-planting of indigenous species 
in the riparian buffer.

These interventions and projects support the basis of human 
health and wellbeing: access to ample clean and safe water and 
offer resilience in the face of climate change. 

This work is part of the reason Cape Town did not reach Day 
0. Farmers continue to use water to grow export-quality fruits 
and wines, unimpeded by the severe pollution and degradation of 
rivers happening almost everywhere else in the country. Tourism 
is boosted, including events like the Berg River Canoe Marathon, 
and health and safety of all water users is enhanced. the project 
contributed to the success of the application for Ramsar status 
of the Estuary (a massive boost for the environment and the  
local economy).

INVASIVE ALIEN PLANTS AND WATER SECURITY BY DAVID LE MAITRE

Rodney Genricks through his companies Eco 
Tabs Gauteng (ETG) and Bio Remediation 
Specialists (BRS) over the past 12 years, has 
tested and evaluated various environmental 
friendly tablets and powders, “E Tab 

products” within the African Industry Market.

During this process, many variable options 
of biological engineering fit for wastewater 

treatment were developed.

The product’s capabilities are matched 
by the skill to consult, train and maintain 
honest service in effectively creating an 
innovative turnkey alternative Wastewater 

Treatment Solution.

This can only be achieved with management 
protocols, constant water analysis, and correct processing 
techniques.

In doing so, we take pride in our recent launch of our “Parachute 
System”, while proving the science behind the products and 
services. This was recently submitted for evaluation and has 

been accepted by the “Dept of Science and Technology”.  
The only Bioremediation process to have achieved this to date.

These products and processes target and achieve the following 
using Class 1 Bacteria and a reoxygenation process:

• Digests Fats, Oils, Grease, and organic waste (sludge).

• Neutralises all bad odours.

• Increased Dissolved Oxygen Content for dams and rivers 
without the need for aerators.

• Improves pH balance, combating high acidic gases and fluids.

• The unblocking of Plants, Digestors and effluent lines.

• Dramatically saves energy consumption.

• 100% Biological and environmentally friendly.

• THE PRODUCTS DO NOT CONTAIN TOXIC CHEMICALS.

Ultimately, any need for a safe, non-toxic solution is available for 
the control and remediation of organic waste.

BIOREMEDIATION OF WATER; E TABS

THE BERG RIVER IMPROVEMENT PLAN
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The Two Oceans Aquarium Education 
Foundation annually rehabilitates sea turtles 
that have stranded, have ingested plastic, are 
injured or have become entangled in ghost 
fishing gear.

After hatching on northern KwaZulu-Natal 
beaches, tiny loggerhead turtles make their way 

into the warm Agulhas current. Between March and 
May every year strong winds and rough seas push the little turtles 
into cold water off the Western Cape. They strand on beaches 
and are hypothermic and dehydrated due to the cold water. 
Members of the public rescue these little turtles and bring them 
to the Aquarium for rehabilitation. Sub-adults and adult turtles 
are also rehabilitated.

The Aquarium Foundation strives to rehabilitate and release every 

turtle. Once the turtles have been given a clean bill of health, 
they are released back into the ocean with some of the larger 
individuals being satellite tagged and tracked for as long as the 
tag is active to facilitate monitoring and research.

The Sea Turtle Programme is not only about saving turtles, 
but also about raising awareness about the impacts that our 
activities have on the ocean. Plastic pollution is one of our 
key sustainability focus areas. Messaging around single-use 
plastic and plastic pollution is included in exhibits, in feed talk 
presentations, outreach programmes, in blogs and social media, 
and in education programmes and publications. In 2020 alone 
this programme reached more than 10 000 learners, from age 3 
to Grade 12, through interactive presentations, puppet shows and 
talks during the Turtle Road Trip.

TWO OCEANS AQUARIUM EDUCATION FOUNDATION SEA TURTLE 
RESCUE, REHABILITATION AND RELEASE PROGRAMME: 245

Nature Connect, previously known as the Cape 
Town Environmental Education Trust, is a 
NPO, PBO that aims to achieve sustainability 
through environmentally-empowered 
citizenry with zero species and habitat loss. Its 
objectives aim to contribute to Environmental 

Stewardship and Sustainable Development 
through:

• Advancement and delivery of Environmental    
 Education throughout Southern Africa;

• Providing Accredited Training, skills development and work 
experience for youth to enter the Green Economy;

• Participation in activities that support environmental 
stewardship and the development of the Green Economy; and

• Receiving, managing, and disbursement of funds for 
conservation projects.

It is Nature Connects belief that through our Creche to 
Career Model, with various touchpoints we are able to make a 
meaningful change to an individual, a community and the natural 
environment - to Change Lives Through Nature.

 

In its 21 years of existence, Nature Connect has through its work 
achieved the following:

•  Injected 75 million rand into the Green Economy.

• Provided education and training that resulted in over  
2 million educational impact hours.

• Provided over 320 youths with bursaries, learnerships, skills 
programmes or internships.

• 90% of trainees completed the training interventions and 
approximately 80% went onto post-programme employment 
or further studies.

• Becoming an accredited training provider in 2021.

• Through partnerships, the recently launched Sustainable 
School Programme is currently working with over 133 schools 
in 4 provinces (Western Cape, KZN, Gauteng and Limpopo) 
with plans for continued expansion.

• The longest standing programme, the Environmental 
Education Programme, has been involved with over 1100 
immersive education programmes, either day programmes 
and overnight camps and has meaningfully engaged with over 
61 000 children.

NATURE CONNECT

Wildlife ACT is a registered Non-Profit 
Organisation performing critical on-the-
ground conservation work with endangered 
and priority species in South Africa. These 
species include Black Rhino, White Rhino, 

African Wild Dogs, Vultures, Cheetah, Elephant, 
Lion, Leopard and Hyaena.

Since its inception, Wildlife ACT has achieved a 
number of milestones, including 9 different endangered or priority 
species monitored, over 3 500 volunteers, over 815 tracking 
devices fitted, over 800 animals relocated, rescuing and treating 
over 145 snared or wounded animals, and 209 508 monitoring 
and field hours in vehicles, in the air, and on foot.

But Wildlife ACT’s impact does not stop there. Our educational 
Kids Camps, in-school conservation lessons, conservation 
ambassador club programme and community game drives, have 
reached over 82,000 local children and adults – inspiring a new 
generation of conservationists.

The organization was founded and has always existed to support 
real conservation work where it is needed most. Due to budget 
limitations and staff shortages, numerous nature reserves within 
South Africa do not have the resources to fund a dedicated 
monitoring team within their boundaries. Wildlife ACT has 
developed a conservation tourism model to provide this priority 
species Monitoring service, free of charge, in order to ensure the 
safety and protection of these endangered species.

WILDLIFE ACT

We believe that part of being for South Africa, is being for its wildlife. 
That’s why, for over thirty years, The Ford Wildlife Foundation has been 
passionate about preserving and supporting the biodiversity of our 
environment. Through our 27 conservation, research and education 
projects, we will continue our commitment to doing good for nature, 
and for South Africa.

For making making
a difference

We believe that part of being for South Africa, is being for its wildlife. 
That’s why, for over thirty years, The Ford Wildlife Foundation has been 
passionate about preserving and supporting the biodiversity of our 
environment. Through our 27 conservation, research and education 
projects, we will continue our commitment to doing good for nature, 
and for South Africa.

#ForSouthAfrica
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To shop our wide range 
of greener products, 

scan the QR code
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Delivered to your door OR collect from any
Dis-Chem store nationwide - dischem.co.za

Free delivery on orders of 60000 or more.
No charge for collection in-store.

24/7
365

SHOP ONLINE
Scan QR
code to shop
directly online

URBAN VEDA is a natural and 
holistic skin care brand based  
on the principles of Ayurveda.  

Rich in active botanical ingredients,
this ensures formulations of the 

highest quality.

MY CLARINS offers an all-new 
generation of skin care for ages  
18 to 29! The new vegan-friendly  

My Clarins range contains 88% natural  
ingredients including plant extracts, 

fruits and botanicals.

MINERALINE offers  
premium skincare and  

beauty products 
formulated with the  

therapeutic power of  
natural Dead Sea  

minerals and natural  
ingredients.

NATURE’S NOURISHMENT
Crystal Rock provides an 

effective mineral-based natural 
alternative that is vegan and 

cruelty-free. These deodorants 
are free from aluminium, 

parabens, silicones,
phthalates and artificial 

fragrances.

Live an environmentally friendly, greener 
life that is better for you and your body. 

The journey begins at Dis-Chem  
with our Greener Living products. 

These are made using naturally derived 
extracts or organic ingredients.

See the symbol, trust the brand

USN’s plant protein 
products are

vegan-friendly, 
gluten-free and
formulated from 

raw plant protein.

BIOGEN Plant 
Based Mass Gainer 
is a supreme daily 

supplement, and an 
excellent choice of 
protein for athletes 

and individuals  
following a vegan or 
dairy-free lifestyle. 

HEALTH CONNECTION 
WHOLEFOODS is the 

ultimate superfood!  
This certified organic quinoa 
is free of toxins and bursting 

with nutrients. It is nature 
gluten-free, nutritious, 
and it is a source of 
complete protein.

LIFESTYLE FOOD  
is Dis-Chem 

Pharmacies’ healthy food range 
including plant-based milk 

alternatives, gluten and wheat-free 
products, superfood powders and 

sugar alternatives.

NATUR VITAL 
hair care products are  

dermatologically tested to protect 
the colour and strength of your 

hair, and do not contain colourants, 
silicones or parabens.

These products are made using natural extracts, naturally derived or organic ingredients

SOFTI
SOFTI Cotton Balls are

ECOCERT certified and made
from 100% pure cotton fibre.

SOFTI Cotton Buds 
are 100% natural and  

biodegradable.
They are made using

recycled paper and offer
an eco-friendly

alternative.

BIO VITAL offers a range ofnatural 
and organic skin and body care 

products that arevegan-friendly and 
ECOCERT  certified. These products 

are not tested on animals and 
arepacked in environmentally 

friendly packages that aim  
to protect the environment.

Scan QR code 
to shop directly 

online
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Triple Orange set out to provide authentic, safe, 
and environmentally-responsible household 
cleaning products for a healthy home. They 
believe that a healthier and toxin-free world 
will come to fruition if individuals change 
their paradigms about what they use in their 

homes. In addition, if consumers are more 
aware of the dangers of toxins, companies will be 

incentivised to produce greener products free   
from harmful chemicals.

Triple Orange sources ingredients locally from processing 
plants, distilling houses, factories and farms; helping to minimise 

their carbon footprint while supporting other small businesses 
simultaneously. Their ambition for production reaches far beyond 
manufacturing - and creates sustainable jobs for those who need 
them most.

Triple Orange products are not only found in households but 
in other industry sectors as well, Bed & Breakfasts, Zero Waste 
stores, Child care facilities, Hotel amenities, Engineering, and 
Animal Sanctuaries. Triple Orange also donates Triple Orange 
products (products, vouchers, prizes, recycled Triple Orange 
containers) to a diverse number of organisations.

Nina Manzi (Xhosa) = Mother Water (English) is 
a mobile WASH facility that provides access 
to clean water, sanitation and hygiene to 
the homeless in Cape Town. The service 
is co-designed by homeless people. Nina 

Manzi came to life in Bulungula located in an 
economically disadvantaged part of the Eastern 

Cape. School children created a Mother Goddess 
who loves and nurtures everyone, everywhere by providing them 
with water, sanitation, and hygiene. Our mobile wash facility 
is decorated with her image and is her “home” where all are 
welcome, as she realises her vision for all to have access to water. 

We want Nina Manzi to be an inspiration to the City of Cape Town 
and others to adopt a more caring and development-oriented 
pathway out of homelessness. Nina believes that “Water is a 
Human Right” and wants to make sure nobody is left behind. Nina 
welcomes everyone to her home in Cape Town where they come 
to be clean, and healthy and, reclaim their voice and dignity.

Nina is able to service 70 clients per day resulting in an operational 
capacity to service 18,000 clients per annum (approximately 260 
working days). There are now plans to extend this service to 2 
additional locations in Cape Town as well as secured funding for 
a mobile laundry service to expand the integrated WASH services 
for homeless people. 

TRIPLE ORANGE MANUFACTURING

Leafline manufactures washable sanitary wear 
using the processed leaf of the Cayenne 
Pineapple.

The product range includes washable sanitary 
towels, adult and children’s diapers, changing 

mats, breast pads, chair protectors and all 
ranges of adult incontinence wear.

Leafline products are a patented, world-first invention. 
These wonderful products last up to a year before needing to be 
replaced, this makes them cost-effective and biodegradable as all the 
absorbent inner liners are made from the fibre of the Pineapple leaf.  
This processed leaf absorbs moisture, smell and bacteria.

Disposable items take between 500-800 years to decompose, 
thrown away items end up on dumpsites and in the rivers  
and ocean. 

As our products are reusable, they are a more affordable option 
for the consumer. Sanitary products are essential items, needed 
by all, people find single-use items expensive, and often the 
elderly and lower income groups are not able to purchase  
these items.  

The adults employed to sew our products are from Enkuthazweni 
special needs center. Leafline trains the students to sew the 
products and once ready, we employ them directly.

LEAFLINE

NINA MANZI
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Guy Midgley is one of the pioneers in South 
Africa of researching and communicating 
the risks to ecosystems and society from 
climate change. He has used the tools of 
experimental and theoretical ecology to build 
an understanding of these risks, helping to 

highlight novel findings relevant specifically to 
African ecosystems and their unique biodiversity. 

He engaged extensively in national and international policy 
relevant work during his 3 decade-long career at the South 
African National Biodiversity Institute, applying these insights and 
extending them beyond the field of ecology, making significant 
contributions to the understanding of adaptation, and the role of 
ecosystems in facilitating sustainable adaptation responses. His 
work helped to secure SANBI as the National Implementing Entity 
for the Adaptation Fund of the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, leveraging over R100 million for disbursement to  
worthy projects. 

He has volunteered many hundreds of hours over two decades 
to contribute in co-ordinating lead author and lead author roles 
to four significant reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (in 2007, the 4th Assessment Report the IPCC and 
its authorship and support team was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize), one report for the Convention on Biological Diversity, and 
several reports for the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services which have been critical in international 
environmental policy. He has communicated widely in local, 
national and international media on these issues, in the last 4 years 
alone reaching more than 21 million people through more than one 
hundred broadcast, online or printed media engagements. 

The Keep it Cool Climate Change Education 
Project aims to unleash the creativity of 200 
educators for climate change education in 
classroom practice.

The KIC CCE Project responds to the need 
to strengthen teacher education and practice, 

with a particular focus on climate change 
concepts in the curriculum (CAPS).

 The project is built around 4 main pillars:

• Addressing climate change education (CCE) in education 
policy, guidelines and materials;

• Overcoming the fragmentation of knowledge, policy and 
practice of CCE between key actors;

• Implementing innovative, curriculum-aligned CCE projects, 
involving students and communities;

• Collecting data on teacher professional development and 
implemented CCE projects for dissemination.

The project has reached 101 teachers, 56 principals and over 1120 
learners 56 schools in two provinces of South Africa. There are 
over 20 organizations involved in the project. The project has 
assisted schools to implement over 100 curriculum activated 
change projects.

PROFESSOR GUY F MIDGLEY 

The International Cleantech Network (ICN) is an 
exclusive network of cleantech clusters in the 
world’s leading cleantech regions, aiming to 
generate new business opportunities, enhance 
competitive advantages and create value for 
companies, knowledge institutions and local 

authorities across cluster regions. As the only 
African ICN cluster member, GreenCape entered 

into a collaboration with the Solar Impulse Foundation to support 
its mission of selecting 1 000 clean and profitable solutions 
which contribute to protecting the environment. GreenCape 
is the South African contact point that assisted local cleantech 
companies to apply to join the Solar Impulse Foundation 1 000 
Efficient Solutions Label portfolio. This work was supported by 

various partners, including the City of Cape Town.

The Efficient Solutions Label aims to speak the language of the 
decision-makers, showing that clean technologies are not only 
ecological, but they are also simply logical. By making sure that 
the promoted technologies bring economic incentives to their 
clients, the Label educates decision-makers, even the most 
reluctant to climate change, on the fact that solution adoption is 
a market opportunity and that change is achievable. 

The Foundation has labelled more than 1 000 solutions able 
to protect the environment in a financially profitable way, 
covering multiple high-impact sectors and industries. Eleven 
South Africa cleantech solutions now form part of this unique  
international portfolio.

THE SOLAR IMPULSE FOUNDATION AND GREENCAPE

WESSA KIC PROJECT

http://www.environment.gov.za
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�eding t� nation
 one meal at a time.

Feed the Nation has a goal of providing South 
Africa with 60 million meals. Every donation we 
receive will assist us in making this goal a reality. 
You can be part of the change by donating via our 
website or via Snapscan.

Keep up to date on the amazing work we are doing 
by following us on social media:

@feedthenationsa @FeedTheNationSA

Feed The Nation Foundation @FeedTheNationSA

The Philippi Horticultural Area Food and 
Farming Campaign is not only a permaculture 
training farm in Cape Town that employs 
former farmworkers, mainly women, who 
learn about organic and permaculture 
small-scale farming but also challenges 

developments in the area that would 
undermine the food and water security of  

Cape Town. 

Nazeer Sonday is also an active member of the community, 
attending planning meetings, bringing people together, 
advocating for small-scale farmers and calling for the protection 

of the Cape Flats Aquifer which lies beneath the Philippi 
Horticultural Area (PHA). 

The PHA holds community workshops and are working towards 
developing a biocultural community protocol which will set out 
the history of farm labourers, and the PHA (which was a crucial 
area for the indigenous Khoi khoi), but also their vision for the 
future.

The PHA food and farming campaign seeks to protect the whole 
of the PHA area - 630km2. They have distributed food parcels and 
sell vegetables to hundreds of people living in the farmlands. They 
work closely with a number of other NGOs, academic institutions 
and government stakeholders.

 The Friends of the Liesbeek (FoL) is a fully registered 
Public Benefit Organisation and a Not-for-Profit 

Organisation working to restore the ecological 
integrity of the Liesbeek River and the 
surrounding green corridor and to improve 
the recreational utility of the open space 
for the benefit of the community (both local  

and broader).

 FoL was established in 1991, when residents in 
Newlands became concerned by the state of the river, and wanted 
to work to improve it. In 2004, FoL secured funding to establish 
the Liesbeek Maintenance Project (LMP) and employ a team to 
carry out much-needed restoration and maintenance work on the 
river. The staff employed all come from previously disadvantaged 
backgrounds and the LMP aims to provide dignified employment, 
with the opportunity to upskill our staff. Over the years, our 
team has been trained in first aid, health and safety, herbicide 

application, brush cutter and chainsaw use, snake handling  
and more.

FoL currently employs 13 staff members, seven of whom, our river 
manager, our supervisor, and our five other maintenance team 
members (with varying additional roles like herbicide application, 
health and safety, etc.) are employed on full-time contracts. FoL 
also employs 6 interns, who work 3 days a week and study with 
Omni for the other two days of the week. The internships are 
designed to help these individuals find meaningful subsequent 
work; either with FoL or elsewhere.

FoL works along 9kms of river frontage, working to control a 
number of invasive and alien species. Clean-ups happen every 
Thursday, plus there are community clean-ups on the first 
Saturday of every month. That means a total of 68 clean-ups in 
a year. On average, 60 refuse bags are collected per clean-up, 
meaning an annual average of 4080 refuse bags of litter. 1 bag = 
10kgs. Total = 41 tonnes.

PHA FOOD AND FARMING CAMPAIGN

Hennops Revival is a citizens initiative to clean 
up the Hennops River, with the community, by 
the community, for the community.

Hosting well-attended community clean-
ups for volunteers from the community 

to have the opportunity to give back 
to our precious planet and her precious 

water bodies, in a safe environment, for  
 all ages, colours and creeds. Collaborating and 
partnering with everyone who uses water, Hennops Revival has 
created a replicable model to help more people do the same 

across the country and across the globe.

Water is the ultimate unifier - Water unites us ALL - River cleanups 
creates a sense of unity - there is no separation when we are all 
working in the unimaginable amount of waste in the River, we are 
all the same - custodians of the earth - doing what it takes to pay 
respect and guard our Great Mother, Earth.

To date, approximately 80000 bags of waste have been collected 
and therefore did not reach the Hartbeespoort dam/ the Ocean. 
The rate of expansion has been phenomenal, and as the awareness 
grows so does the support, and in turn, job creation and constant 
focus on the River making sure it cannot be neglected ever again.

HENNOPS REVIVAL

FRIENDS OF THE LIESBEEK
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Nearly 3 billion people worldwide cook their 
meals using inefficient cookstoves or open 
three-stone fires that burn solid biomass 
fuels, like wood or charcoal. ENER-G-AFRICA 
is a leader in the movement to promote the 
adoption, access and use of cleaner, healthier 

and more efficient improved cookstoves 
(ICS) focused especially in rural and peri-urban 

households in developing countries.

The primary objectives in support of clean cooking are to: 
improve the health and well-being of women and children 
(most commonly the cooks of their households) by reducing 
exposure to toxic off-gassing and particulate matter in biomass 
smoke. Reduce deforestation, land degradation and support 
conservation agriculture. This is further supplemented by our 
specific sustainable energy Projects.

Ener-G-Africa (EGA) cookstove projects reduce drudgery for 
women and girls by eliminating the need for a frequent gathering 
of large diameter firewood, often collected many kilometres away 
from their villages. Our drudgery reduction research indicates 
the reduction in the time spent by women and girls gathering 
firewood, freeing up time for their preferred activities, including 
attending schools, health clinics and small-scale income-earning 
activities. A recent study carried out for us on a project site in 
Zambia showed time savings for women were over 2 hours  
per day.

In places where families buy firewood, the Rocket Stove 
reducehousehold expenditure for firewood in urban areas by 50 
– 80%. Our work has positively contributed to cleaner-burning, 
more efficient cookstoves and improved kitchen ventilation at 
the base of the pyramid households.

This Top-Down Model of treating our 
grey water and sewage waste at their 
sources with Nature Based Solutions and  
nanotechnology practically helps rehabilitate 
our polluted rivers by treating the main 

source of pollutants.

 An example of KleenUP products in use is a 
Cape Town based school that has, Since 2017, 

helped turn the tide on the wastewater problem by using a simple 
‘spray in a bottle’ that breaks down urine crystals, treats odours 
and protects water in a hygienic manner. 

This has resulted in over five years of zero water down the urinals 
and no toxic or harmful blue urinal blocks used in urinals or 
masking foul odours.

This has directly reduced water pollution downstream and 
empowered high school boys to save thousands of litres of water 
daily by not having to flush fresh clean water after each use.

 KleenUP also provides natural microbes to pour down the drains 
to break down fats, oils, greases and sewage, like a “probiotic” 
for your drain and toilet, taking positive action to impact the 
overloaded sewer network and help the non-compliant Waste 
Water Treatment works from polluting our rivers daily.

 KleenUP Water, Sanitation + Upliftment Initiative using Nature 
Based Solutions and formulations with nanotechnology was born 
out of necessity to help save our rivers and has been published in 
two Peer Reviewed Papers by Dr Mary Evans at WITS UNIVERSITY 
in June 2021 and June 2022.

TLCRS ROCKET STOVE

Kindly living is the home of the reusable kitchen 
sponge. Being involved in various beach and 
river clean ups they realised that although not 
on a large scale, the regular yellow and green 
kitchen sponge is a contributor to not only 
micro-plastics but also spreading bacteria 

in the home. Kindly livings aim is to replace 
everyday items contributing to harming the planet 

with those that can go back into the earth without harm. 

Kindly living - Reusable Sponges are made from hemp fabric, 

hessian and alpaca or wool stuffing. They are also sewed with 
100% cotton thread. This means that once the sponge reaches 
its end it can go back into the earth and biodegrade. We are so 
committed to not leaving a trace that could harm our planet that 
even our labels are biodegradable. 

We use labels made from seeded paper which means all customers 
are able to plant their labels and grow either flowers or herbs. We 
are also involved with various organizations to help take care of 
our planet such as HOAM.

Tumble Green is a labour of love, love for 
the earth, love for business and love for 
innovation.

Tumble Green offers a water-soluble 
cleaning sachet, which allows for one spray  

bottle forever. Founded out of pure concern 

for our environmental surroundings, the quantity of plastic in 
our oceans, the degree of deforestation and the sad reality that 
many players in our animal kingdom are becoming extinct, 
Tumble Green is a product-based brand focused on providing 
sustainable alternatives to everyday products.

KINDLY LIVING - REUSABLE SPONGES

TUMBLE GREEN

KLEENUP #PLUMBERINABOXKIT WITH NANO + BIO TECH
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Live for the story_
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DIGITAL LIFE
Show off your creative skills 
to friends and followers.
Link the EOS M200 to  
your smart device with  
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Auto Image Transfer, online 
photo sharing and remote 
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MAKE YOUR MOVE

CITIZEN’s Eco-Drive technology
generates power from any light.
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Tarryn has started a #riverlution! After hosting 
her first ever Hennops River cleanup at the 
end of September 2019!

When Tarryn saw the state of the Water – 
she made an unwavering commitment to 

do whatever is within her power to help heal 
the Hennops! She asked herself – what can I 

do? I’m a single mom, how can I contribute in 
my capacity? Her answer was that she has hands, and she has 
a voice and she would clean the river as often as possible and 
share posts on social media across her local community groups.

At first, there were many who told her that she was wasting her 
time, that she’d never get it right, or that she needs to go to  

the “source”.

Coming from a deeply introspective background, Tarryn knew 
that she had found her calling, and found an interesting sense 
of fulfillment while she waded waist-deep in sewage and human 
waste – often contemplating humanity and how much money it 
cost to make such a big mess.

To date, approximately 80000 bags of waste have been collected 
and therefore did not reach the Hartbeespoort dam/ the Ocean. 
The rate of expansion has been phenomenal, and as the awareness 
grows so does the support, and in turn, job creation and constant 
focus on the River making sure it cannot be neglected ever again.

Since the start of his career in the early 1980s, 
Christo Marais has worked tirelessly and with 
great passion for the conservation sector. 
A visionary man, he is most well-known for 
his role in setting up the Invasives control 

program that became the inception of 
Working for Water (WfW) at a time when there 

was no pattern to perform the kinds of activities 
envisaged. The seeds of the program were sown when, as 
chairman of the Fynbos Forum (a local think tank of researchers, 
planners and natural resource managers) in 1991, he and 
members of the Forum committed to roll back the invasion of 
invasives and to restore native biodiversity. The raison d’ete was 

that the protection of native biodiversity was crucial to restore a 
critical  stock in SAs bank of natural capital – the supply of fresh 
water. Its members added that invasive alien plant (IAP) clearance 
of agricultural land would also produce significant economic 
benefits. In 1995 Christo was a pivotal member of the team that 
developed what became the WfW program and was the person all 
turned to for implementation when Professor Asmal secured R25 
million for the work. One of the most ambitious and innovative 
programs of its kind was established as a public works program 
with an unusual twist: people from disadvantaged groups 
were employed to clear catchments of invasive plant species 
and restore land and wetlands while improving community  
water availability.

TARRYN JOHNSTON

Fortunate Mafeta Phaka, a Doctoral fellow from 
North-West University’s Natural Sciences 
faculty, brings social inclusion to the study of 
herpetology and reminds his peers that South 
African environmental legislation encourages 
practices that include every South African, 

their practices, and traditional perspectives of 
wildlife. His research, outputs and outreach all 

show that South Africa’s diverse culture cannot be separated 

from nature yet conservation is almost completely devoid 
of approaches that acknowledge this complex connection. 
Fortunate is the author of South Africa’s 1st comprehensive wildlife 
guide written in an indigenous language, content producer for 
the country’s first TV program to discuss the environment from 
the perspective of African cultures, the brain behind an initiative 
dedicated to sharing wildlife knowledge in indigenous languages, 
and the scientist behind scientific articles that show that culture 
is inseparable from nature.

FORTUNATE MAFETA PHAKA

CHRISTO MARAIS
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We Can’t Weight to 
Grow the Plastics 

Collection and 
Recycling Industry 

Further.
To date Polyco has invested over R85 million 

into the recycling and collection industry with 
growth of over 195 000 tonnes achieved by 

our project partners.

 

195 000 
tonnes 

Thank you to our members for making this happen

Become a member today, register at polyco.co.za 
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Brian van Wilgen is an applied ecologist with 
undergraduate training in forestry. He holds a 
Ph.D. from the University of Cape Town, and a 
DSc degree from Stellenbosch University. His 
interests are in the application of scientific 
knowledge to generate practical solutions 

to problems of ecosystem conservation, 
management, and sustainable use. His research 

interests are in the ecology and management of invasive alien 
plants, and the ecology and management of ecosystems using 
fire. He has worked in various ecosystems, including fynbos, 
grassland, and savanna in Southern Africa, but has gained 
considerable experience on joint projects in the USA, Argentina, 
Australia and Indian Ocean islands. As an applied ecologist, Brian 
has operated at the interface between science and management, 

by designing studies that would produce useful information, and 
by facilitating appropriate uptake in policy and management.

Brian’s career has spanned over 40 years, in which he worked 
as a Research Officer and Specialist Scientist at the Department 
of Forestry, a Chief Ecologist at the CSIR, and a Professor at 
Stellenbosch University. Brian is the author or co-author of over 
250 publications, including four books, 180 papers in peer-
reviewed literature, and 40 chapters in scientific books. He has 
received numerous awards for his work, including the National 
Science and Technology Forum annual award for an outstanding 
individual contribution to science, the Gold Medal of the 
Academy of Science of South Africa, for significant achievement 
in the advancement and application of science, and the Lifetime 
Achievement award from the National Research Foundation.

Mark Anderson has won numerous awards 
during his career as an ornithologist and 
as CEO of BirdLife South Africa; the only 
dedicated bird-conservation organisation in 
South Africa. With his many skills, passion and 

dedication to conservation and environmental 
justice, Mark leads a growing, incredible staff 

complement in many conservation and education 
projects - working with people, from scholars to national 
government ministers, and many international partners. They 
interact with all levels of government on many issues, from 
conservation planning to climate change adaptation, and serve 
on various specialist groups of the IUCN.

The many projects of this organisation address and protect 
ecosystems, prevent species extinctions, grow biodiversity 
stewardship, promote ecological sustainability and positive 
change for people. Moreover, it conserves seabirds by preventing 
bycatch of seabirds in fisheries and protecting endangered coastal 
seabirds. Staff produce the Red Data Book of Birds of South 
Africa and many other scientific guidelines and publications.  

The Empowering People’s Programme has empowered numerous 
people. Mark is fearlessly leading the globally important, multi-
million rand Mouse-Free Marion Project.

Mark has been praised for developing excellent corporate 
governance and fundraising; increasing the annual budget from 
zero to over 40 million. An enthusiastic Board of Directors and 
the Audit & Risk Committee provide oversight and guidance. 
Mark’s great leadership skills include creating a stable platform 
for his dedicated staff to flourish, uplifting staff, and providing 
an inspiring work environment. His immense effort has led to 
valuable conservation successes, an exponential increase in the 
influence and footprint of the organisation, and growing financial 
stability.

Thanks to Mark’s leadership BirdLife South Africa is now regarded by 
government, academic institutions, (such as the FitzPatrick Institute 
of African Ornithology), NGOs and international organisations 
(BirdLife International and the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds) as one of South Africa’s, Africa’s and the world’s leading  
conservation organisations.

BRIAN VAN WILGEN

Neville Van Rooy is an enthusiast Khoisan 
leader and a grassroots environmental 
and social activist. Who has a theological 
educational background and has worked 
on anti-fracking, anti-nuclear, anti-oil and 
gas projects. Determined to raise awareness 

about environmental injustices in previously-
disadvantaged communities and empower 

community members to take action towards protecting the 
environment and their livelihoods. In his life and work, he always 
espouses human connection with nature. Whereby he has 
contributed to educating, empowering and supporting coastal 
communities through the Who Stole Our Oceans campaign 
in Northern Cape, Western Cape and Eastern Cape towards 
standing up in unity against offshore oil and gas developments 
in their communities. Whereby he drives to different provinces 

and interacts with small-scale fishers, community leaders 
and members to highlight the importance of the human-
environment relationship. His contributions towards combative 
actions consist of conducting workshops, protests, picket 
movements, beach clean-ups and environmental education 
activities. Whereby he has helped in organizing and executing 
such activities with The Green Connection, coastal communities 
and civil society organizations. In opposing projects such as 
karpowerships and seismic surveys. Neville has contributed to 
hosting The Green Connection International Oceans Tribunal, 
focused on providing a platform for small-scale fishers and 
coastal communities to share their challenges about the blue 
economy and propose solutions. He is a true eco-warrior, 
working towards preventing harm to the environment and  
its ecosystem.

NEVILLE VAN ROOY

MARK DAVID ANDERSON
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Claire Janisch (1975 – 2022) was a 
true luminary. A rare individual who 

touched thousands of lives, and 
with a single speech, could redirect 
entire businesses and careers. 

A true polymath, Claire shared her 
incredible wealth of knowledge 

as a keynote speaker, futurist, 
regenerative design consultant & 

innovation advisor. Amongst others,  
she specialised in advising on: 

Biomimicry, Innovation, Environmental 
Technology, Clean Tech, Eco-labelling, Sustainable Energy, 
Sustainable Urban Design, Sustainability & Environmental 
Management, Environmental Education & Training, Strategy, 
Regenerative Design, Innovation.

Claire was selected in the Mail & Guardian’s 200 young South 
Africans in 2009, 2010 & 2011 and was a finalist in the Most 
Influential Women in Business & Government awards in 2012. 

After graduating from a chemical engineering undergrad degree, 
Claire was struck by the damage that is done in manufacturing 
almost everything. She then completed an MSc. in chemical 
engineering in the field of clean tech (process engineering) 
hoping to find out if we could clean up this mess. It took her 
on a long journey working on some of the worst examples of 
the most toxic industries and hazardous waste management 
(she “affectionately” referred to these as Mordor from Lord 
of the Rings), into life cycle assessment and design, in almost 
every area from industry to agriculture, urban design, etc. After 
spending 6 months living and working on organic, biodynamic 
and permaculture farms she wanted to find out if nature could 
inform industrial systems as well. 

The journey described above lead her to enrolling in a 
Biomimicry Professional course in 2008, where she graduated 
as a top student. In 2009, she helped to bring Janine Benyus 
to South Africa. Claire was both a graduate of, and worked as 
a lead trainer for, the Biomimicry Professional Program offered 
by Biomimicry3.8 – integrating the fields of biology, engineering, 
design & business. 

As a Certified Biomimicry Professional, Claire spent her time 
exploring nature’s genius in diverse ecosystems and shared this 
new way of viewing and valuing nature through biomimicry 
expeditions and coaching – teaching & training professionals, 
students and scholars. She was also involved in research for 
companies and organisations - translating nature’s innovation 
and sustainability principles for the design of new products, 
processes & systems.

 
 

In 2010, Claire officially founded the regional network hub, 
Biomimicry South Africa, and worked in the areas of strategy, 
technology & education as well as the leading presenter, trainer 
and consultant. Under the umbrella of BiomimicrySA, Claire 
was directly involved in a number of projects that focused 
used biomimicry as a tool to improve the quality of life – from 
water remediation in informal settlements to planning new 
developments, from business models to education: Biomimicry 
Water Tool, Langrug Project, Plankenbrug River Restorer (the 
design of these systems was in the top 10 of Europe’s GreenTech 
awards), Recreating Urban Abundance Hout Bay, Abuja City 
Design, Biomimicry Water Treatment, Regenerative Blue Economy 
Growth Models, A Biomimicry Approach To Infrastructure 
(Wastewater Treatment & Waste Management) In Informal 
Settlements, Durban Urban Planning Resilience Framework - 
Applying Ecological Performance Standards To Cities, Biomimicry 
4IR, Biomimicry Centres For Regenerative Living, Misty Meadows 
School - Creating A Learning Ecosystem For Children.

In her drive to change “business as usual” Claire also co-founded 
a number of organisations along the way, including Genius Lab, 
an experiential learning organisation inspiring innovation and 
future thinking for organisations and individuals (children and 
adults), and Learn Biomimicry, an educational platform that 
allows virtually anyone, anywhere to be guided into and through 
the world of biomimicry. Through Learn Biomimicry’s online 
courses, Claire was able to inspire hundreds of members all over 
the world to change the way that they relate to nature and begin 
to see a new possibility for our future. 

More than just an innovative twist on designing of a new 
product or process – Claire gave thousands of people the 
opportunity to rethink and redesign entire systems. She was 
instrumental in helping to establish Biomimicry across the world 
through advocating, practice and education. She will be forever 
remembered as a biomimicry pioneer.

Claire walked her own path in life, a rare individual who co-created 
her very own profession and career. A beacon of inspiration, she 
was often described as an ecological angel. Her impact was 
undoubtedly global. 

Although she was most well-known for her biomimicry practice, 
Claire was also a holistic health practitioner specialising in 
kinesiology and biofield tuning, therephi treatments, and qualified 
in integrative quantum medicine. She also had a deep love of 
permaculture and other regenerative agricultural practices, and 
applied these on her farm in the KwaZulu Natal midlands. 

Throughout her entire career, Claire used her unquenchable 
curiosity and humble genius to find inspiration and innovative 
solutions to human challenges, and to help us to fit in on this 
beautiful planet in well-adapted life-enhancing ways.

www.learnbiomimicry.com

CLAIRE JANISCH
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BUFFELSDRIFT GAME LODGE IS SITUATED IN THE 
HEART OF THE KLEIN KAROO 
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WESTERN CAPE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

We have a wide variety of activities such as :
Bush Safaris, Night Drive, Meerkat Safari, Lion Experience, 
Free Roaming Cheetah Experience, Elephant Experience and 
Observation and a Heritage Nature Walk.

We are also well equipped to host conferences and weddings 
and have in house specialists that can assist you with this.
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